Dry Bones
[Prophecy brings the dry bones new life]
I lay down my pen and lift up my soul in prayer, that the Lord would breathe upon His backslidden
people, who are as dry bones, that they may live. The end is near, stealing upon us so stealthily, so
imperceptibly, so noiselessly, like the muffled tread of the thief in the night, to surprise the sleepers off
guard and unready. May the Lord grant to bring His Holy Spirit upon hearts that are now at ease, that they
may no longer sleep as do others, but watch and be sober.--General Conference Bulletin, 1893, pp. 132,
133. {ChS 41.2}
When the converting power of God comes upon the people they will become workers.--This class is
well represented by the valley of dry bones Ezekiel saw in vision. Those who have had committed to them
the treasures of truth, and yet who are dead in trespasses and sin, need to be created anew in Christ Jesus.
There is so little real vitality in the church at the present time, that it takes constant labor to give men the
appearance of life to the professed people of God. When the converting power of God comes upon the
people, it will be made manifest by activity. They will become workers, and will esteem the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasures of the world.--RH Jan. 17, 1893. {PaM 154.2}
A Vision of Our Work.--The souls of those whom we desire to save are like the representation which
Ezekiel saw in vision,--a valley of dry bones. They are dead in trespasses and sins, but God would have us
deal with them as though they were living. Were the question put to us, "Son of man, can these bones
live?" our answer would be only the confession of ignorance, "O Lord, Thou knowest." To all appearance
there is nothing to lead us to hope for their restoration. Yet nevertheless the word of the prophecy must be
spoken even to those who are like the dry bones in the valley. We are in no wise to be deterred from
fulfilling our commission by the listlessness, the dullness, the lack of spiritual perception, in those upon
whom the Word of God is brought to bear. We are to preach the word of life to those whom we may judge
to be as hopeless subjects as though they were in their graves. {4BC 1165.3}
But not only does this simile of the dry bones apply to the world, but also to those who have been
blessed with great light; for they also are like the skeletons of the valley. They have the form of men, the
framework of the body; but they have not spiritual life. But the parable does not leave the dry bones
merely knit together into the forms of men; for it is not enough that there is symmetry of limb and feature.
The breath of life must vivify the bodies, that they may stand upright, and spring into activity. These
bones represent the [page 1166] house of Israel, the church of God, and the hope of the church is the
vivifying influence of the Holy Spirit. The Lord must breathe upon the dry bones, that they may live.
{4BC 1165.6}
The souls of those whom we desire to save are like the representation which Ezekiel saw in vision,--a
valley of dry bones. They are dead in trespasses and sins, but God would have us deal with them as
though they were living. Were the question put to us. "Son of man, can these bones live." our answer
would be only the confession of ignorance. "O Lord, thou knowest." To all appearance there is nothing to
lead us to hope for their restoration. Yet nevertheless the word of the prophecy must be spoken even to
those who are like the dry bones in the valley. We are in no wise to be deterred from fulfilling our
commission by the listlessness, the dullness, the lack of spiritual perception, in those upon whom the
word of God is brought to bear. We are to preach the word of life to those whom we may judge to be as
hopeless subjects as though they were in their graves. Though they may seem unwilling to hear or to
receive the light of truth, without questioning or wavering we are to do our part. We are to repeat to them
the message. "Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light." {RH,
January 17, 1893 par. 6}
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It is not the human agent that is to inspire with life. The Lord God of Israel will do that part,
quickening the lifeless spiritual nature into activity. The breath of the Lord of hosts must enter into the
lifeless bodies. In the judgment, when all secrets are laid bare, it will be known that the voice of God
spoke through the human agent, and aroused the torpid conscience, and stirred the lifeless faculties, and
moved sinners to repentance and contrition, and forsaking of sins. It will then be clearly seen that through
the human agent faith in Jesus Christ was imparted to the soul, and spiritual life from heaven was
breathed upon one who was dead in trespasses and sins, and he was quickened with spiritual life. {RH,
January 17, 1893 par. 7}
But not only does this simile of the dry bones apply to the world, but also to those who have been
blessed with great light; for they also are like the skeletons of the valley. They have the form of men, the
framework of the body; but they have not spiritual life. But the parable does not leave the dry bones
merely knit together into the forms of men; for it is not enough that there is symmetry of limb and feature.
The breath of life must vivify the bodies, that they may stand upright, and spring into activity. These
bones represent the house of Israel, the church of God, and the hope of the church is the vivifying
influence of the Holy Spirit. The Lord must breathe upon the dry bones, that they may live. {RH, January
17, 1893 par. 8}
When the word of the Lord is believed and obeyed, steady advancement will be made. Let us now see
our great need. The Lord cannot use us until he breathes life into the dry bones. I heard the words spoken:
"Without the deep moving of the Spirit of God upon the heart, without its life-giving influence, truth
becomes a dead letter." {RH, November 18, 1902 par. 11}
When the hand of the Lord was upon the prophet Ezekiel in the vision of the valley of dry bones, he
was commanded to prophesy to the wind; and in answer to his word, life was restored to the slain, and
they stood up before him, an exceeding great army. This figure was presented before the prophet to show
him that no work of restoration can be too hard for God to do, and none who trust in him need ever say, as
Israel had said, "Our hope is lost." {ST, July 26, 1883 par. 14}
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