Holy Land

You need never feel that you are alone. Angels are your companions. The Comforter that Jesus
Christ promised to send in his name, abides with you. Christ said of his followers, "Ye are the light
of the world." It is your part to let the light shine forth in clear, steady rays. Let your good works
represent Christ. How many there are who feel that it would be a good thing to tread the soil of old
Jerusalem, and that their faith would be greatly strengthened by visiting the scenes of the Saviour's
life and death! But old Jerusalem will never be a sacred place until it is cleansed by the refining fire
from heaven. The darkest blot of guilt rests upon the city that refused the light of Christ. Do we
want to walk in the footsteps of Jesus? We need not seek out the paths in Nazareth, Bethany, and
Jerusalem. We shall find the footprints of Jesus by the sick-bed, by the side of suffering humanity,
in the hovels of the poverty-stricken and distressed. We may walk in these footsteps, comforting the
suffering, speaking words of hope and comfort to the despondent. Doing as Jesus did when he was
upon earth, we shall walk in his blessed steps. Jesus said, "If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me." When the sin-cursed earth is purified
from every stain of sin; when the Mount of Olives is rent asunder, and becomes an immense plain;
when the holy city of God descends upon it,--the land that is now called the Holy Land will indeed
become holy. But God's cause and work will not be advanced by making pilgrimages to Jerusalem.
The curse of God is upon Jerusalem for the rejection and crucifixion of his only begotten Son. But
God will cleanse away the vile blot. The prophet says, "I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the
first heaven and the first earth are passed away; and the sea is no more. And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a great voice out of the throne saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and
he shall dwell with them, and they shall be his peoples, and God himself shall be with them, and be
their God: and he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall be no more; neither
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any more: the first things are passed away. And he
that sitteth on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new." Rev. 21:1-5, R. V. RH, June 9, 1896

Let the mind be educated to look to Jesus. Let an effort be made to become doers of his word. The
curse of God is upon Jerusalem and its surroundings, and the land is defiled under the inhabitants
thereof. There is no real foundation for feelings of awe in looking upon the land of Palestine. In
revering these earthly things, men clothe them with a false glory. He who came to save the world
could not be endured by those he came to rescue, and they killed the Lord of life and glory, thinking
to extinguish his divine light from the world. But it was impossible for the grave to hold him. He
burst the fetters of the tomb, and proclaimed in triumph over the rent sepulcher, "I am the
resurrection and the life." Thus Christ became a present Saviour, a divine presence, in every place.
All who believe may obtain clear views of Christ's true glory. When they behold him, all these
minor things sink into insignificance, just as the lesser lights vanish when the sun appears. He who
catches a glimpse of the matchless love of Christ, counts all other things as loss, and looks upon
him as the chiefest among ten thousand, and as the one altogether lovely. As seraphim and
cherubim look upon Christ, they cover their faces with their wings. Their own perfection and beauty
are not displayed in the presence and glory of their Lord. Then how improper it is for men to exalt
themselves! Let them rather be clothed with humility, cease all strife for supremacy, and learn what
it means to be meek and lowly of heart. He who contemplates God's glory and infinite love, will
have humble views of himself; but by beholding the character of God, he will be changed into his
divine image. {RH, February 25, 1896 par. 11}




