Ishmael E.G. White comments
The Saviour has said, "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him" He says
again, "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom thou hast sent." Mohammedanism has its converts in many lands, and its
advocates deny the divinity of Christ. Shall this faith be propagated, and the advocates of
truth fail to manifest intense zeal to overthrow the error, and teach men of the preexistence of the only Saviour of the world? O how we need men who will search and
believe the word of God, who will present Jesus to the world in his divine and human
nature, declaring with power and in demonstration of the Spirit, that "there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." O how we need
believers who will now present Christ in life and character, who will hold him up before
the world as the brightness of the Father's glory, proclaiming that God is love! {HM,
September 1, 1892 par. 4}
Abraham had marked the result of the intermarriage of those who feared God and those
who feared Him not, from the days of (page 174) Cain to his own time. The
consequences of his own marriage with Hagar, and of the marriage connections of
Ishmael and Lot, were before him. The lack of faith on the part of Abraham and Sarah
had resulted in the birth of Ishmael, the mingling of the righteous seed with the ungodly.
The father's influence upon his son was counteracted by that of the mother's idolatrous
kindred and by Ishmael's connection with heathen wives. The jealousy of Hagar, and of
the wives whom she chose for Ishmael, surrounded his family with a barrier that
Abraham endeavored in vain to overcome. {PP 173.5}
Abraham's early teachings had not been without effect upon Ishmael, but the influence
of his wives resulted in establishing idolatry in his family. Separated from his father, and
embittered by the strife and contention of a home destitute of the love and fear of God,
Ishmael was driven to choose the wild, marauding life of the desert chief, "his hand"
"against every man, and every man's hand against him." Genesis 16:12. In his latter
days he repented of his evil ways and returned to his father's God, but the stamp of
character given to his posterity remained. The powerful nation descended from him were
a turbulent, heathen people, who were ever an annoyance and affliction to the
descendants of Isaac. {PP 174.1}

