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Prophetic History 

 
 The Three Angels' Messages.--The proclamation of the first, second, and third angels' messages 

has been located by the word of Inspiration. Not a peg or pin is to be removed. No human 

authority has any more right to change the location of these messages than to substitute the New 

Testament for the Old. The Old Testament is the gospel in figures and symbols. The New 

Testament is the substance. One is as essential as the other. The Old Testament presents lessons 

from the lips of Christ, and these lessons have not lost their force in any particular. The first and 

second messages were given in 1843 and 1844, and we are now under the proclamation of the 

third; but all three of the messages are still to be proclaimed. It is just as essential now as ever 

before that (pg 27) they shall be repeated to those who are seeking for the truth. By pen and voice 

we are to sound the proclamation, showing their order, and the application of the prophecies that 

bring us to the third angel's message. There cannot be a third without the first and second. These 

messages we are to give to the world in publications, in discourses, showing in the line of 

prophetic history the things that have been, and the things that will be.--Manuscript 32, 1896.  

{CW 26.2} 

 

     Familiar With Every Line of Prophetic History.-- Young men who desire to give themselves to 

the ministry, or who have already done so, should become familiar with every line of prophetic 

history.--Gospel Workers, p. 98. (1915)  {Ev 198.2} 

 

     And many are doing the same thing today, in 1897, because they have not had experience in the 

testing messages comprehended in the first, second, and third angel's messages. There are those 

who are searching the Scriptures for proof that these messages are still in the future. They 

gather together the truthfulness of the messages, but they fail to give them their proper place in 

prophetic history. Therefore such are in danger of misleading the people in regard to locating the 

messages. They do not see and understand the time of the end, or when to locate the messages. 

The day of God is coming with stealthy tread, but the supposed wise and great men are prating 

about "higher education." They know not the signs of Christ's coming, or of the end of the world.--

Manuscript 136, 1897.  {Ev 613.1} 

 

     Let the watchmen now lift up their voice and give the message which is present truth for this 

time. Let us show the people where we are in prophetic history.--5T 716 (1889).  {LDE 16.3} 

 

     I have not been able to sleep since half past one o'clock. I was bearing to Brother T a message 

which the Lord had given me for him. The peculiar views he holds are a mixture of truth and error. 

If he had passed through the experiences of God's people as He has led them for the past forty 

years, he would be better prepared to make the correct application of Scripture. The great 

waymarks of truth, showing us our bearings in prophetic history, are to be carefully 

guarded, lest they be torn down, and replaced with theories that would bring confusion 

rather than genuine light. I have been cited to the very erroneous theories that have been 

presented over and over again. Those who advocated these theories presented Scripture quotations, 

but they misapplied and misinterpreted them. The theories supposed to be correct were incorrect, 

and (page 102) yet many thought them the very theories to be brought before the people. The 

prophecies of Daniel and John are to be diligently studied.  {2SM 101.2} 

 

     All that God has in prophetic history specified to be fulfilled in the past has been, and all 
that is yet to come in its order will be. Daniel, God's prophet, stands in his place. John stands in 

his place. In the Revelation the Lion of the tribe of Judah has opened to the students of prophecy 

the book of Daniel, and thus is Daniel standing in his place. He bears his testimony, that which the 
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Lord revealed to him in vision of the great and solemn events which we must know as we stand on 

the very threshold of their fulfillment.  {2SM 109.1} 

 

    He saw his folly in resting his faith upon the assurances of the priests and rulers, whose sacred 

(pg 23) office had given them great influence over his mind, and caused him to believe that the 

story of the resurrection was an artful fabrication of the disciples of Jesus. Now that Christ was 

revealed to Saul, the sermon of Stephen was brought forcibly to his mind. Those words which the 

priests had pronounced blasphemy, now appeared to him as truth. In that time of wonderful 

illumination, his mind acted with remarkable rapidity. He traced down through prophetic history, 

and saw that the rejection of Jesus by the Jews, his crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension had 

been foretold by the prophets, and proved him to be the promised Messiah. He remembered the 

words of Stephen: "I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of 

God," and he knew that the dying saint had looked upon the kingdom of glory.  {LP 22.3} 

 

     Hearing of this decree, "Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, 

and that he would show the king the interpretation. Then Daniel went to his house, and made the 

thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions: that they would desire mercies 

of the God of heaven concerning this secret." The Spirit of the Lord rested upon Daniel and his 

fellows, and the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. As he related the facts, the dream 

came fresh to the king's mind, and the interpretation was given, showing the remarkable events 

that were to transpire in prophetic history.  {SpTEd 10.2} 

 

     While the Protestant world is by her attitude making concessions to Rome, let us arouse to 

comprehend the situation and view the contest before us in its true bearings. Let the watchmen 

now lift up their voice and give the message which is present truth for this time. Let us show the 

people where we are in prophetic history and seek to arouse the spirit of true Protestantism, 
awaking the world to a sense of the value of the privileges of religious liberty so long enjoyed.  

{5T 716.2} 

 

     While the Protestant world is making concessions to Rome, and danger is increasing on every 

hand, let us arouse to comprehend the situation, and to see the contest before us in its true 

bearings. Let the watchmen lift up the voice, and give with clearness the message which is present 

truth for this time. "For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the 

battle?" Let us show the people where we are in prophetic history, and seek to arouse the 

spirit of true Protestantism, awaking the world to a sense of the value of the religious liberty 

they have so long enjoyed. {ST, November 28, 1900 par. 4} 

   

     Missionaries are wanted. We wish you all possessed a living, missionary spirit. You need not, 

in order to become missionaries, go to California or to Europe. You have work to do in your own 

families and in your neighborhoods. If your works have not been in accordance with your faith 

where you are best known, so that you are in good repute with those that are without, you are not 

the men upon whom God will place the burden of a work for more distant localities and foreign 

missions. Do you feel the importance and the burden, so that you will introduce the truth to your 

best friends and those with whom you associate from day to day? Are you missionaries in your 

neighborhoods, and in your own families? Are you seeking to have a deep work of reformation 

going forward where you are best known? Is your life such as to give you influence at home with 

your families and workmen? You can hang up the charts, and show them the truth, as it is there 

illustrated. You can teach them, if you have a mind thus to do, by explaining prophetic 

history, and tracing down prophecies, that the end of all things is at hand. You can impress 

them with the sacredness of the law of God, and show them its claims upon them.  {RH, March 

29, 1870 par. 14} 
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     Those who do this work should be just as careful not to become stereotyped in their plans of 

labor as should the minister who labors in the desk. They should be constantly learning. They 

should have a conscientious zeal to obtain the highest qualifications, to become able men in the 

Scriptures. They should not accumulate expensive furniture and become fixtures in any one place; 

for they know not how soon they may be called to other fields of labor. They should not gather 

burdens about them so that their thoughts and time will be occupied in serving tables; but they 

should cultivate habits of careful study and mental activity, giving themselves to prayer and to a 

diligent study of the Scriptures. Many are guilty of shortcomings on this point. The claims of God 

upon them are not small. But they are content with the limited understanding they have of the 

Scriptures, and do not seek to improve both mind and manners. Every argument in prophetic 

history, every practical lesson given by Christ, should be carefully studied that they may be 

wanting in nothing. The mind gains strength, breadth, and acuteness by activity. It must be made 

to work, or it will grow weak. It must be trained to think, to think habitually, or it will in a great 

measure lose its power to think. Let the mind wrestle with the difficult problems in the word of 

God, and the intellect will be thoroughly awakened to bring forth, not inferior discourses, but 

those that will be fresh and edifying; and these will be presented in the fervor of an active mind.  

{RH, December 8, 1885 par. 4} 

 

     Having described the image that the king had seen, Daniel gave the interpretation, foretelling 

the remarkable events that were to take place in prophetic history:- {YI, September 8, 1903 par. 1} 

 

Guard Waymarks of Truth  

 

 

     The great waymarks of truth, showing us our bearing in prophetic history, are to be 

carefully guarded, lest they be torn down and replaced with theories that would bring 

confusion rather than genuine light. Ms 31, 1896, p. 1. ("Testimony Concerning the Views of 

Prophecy Held by Brother John Bell," November 8, 1896.)  {1MR 54.3} 

 

 

Prophetic History 
     We have been looking many years for a Sunday law to be enacted in our land; and now that the 

movement is right upon us, we ask, Will our people do their duty in the matter? Can we not assist 

in lifting the standard, and in calling to the front those who have a regard for their religious rights 

and privileges? The time is fast approaching when those who choose to obey God rather than man, 

will be made to feel the hand of oppression. Shall we then dishonor God by keeping silent while 

His holy commandments are trodden under foot? While the Protestant world is by her attitude 

making concessions to Rome, let us arouse to comprehend the situation, and view the contest 

before us in its true bearings. Let the watchmen now lift up their voice, and give the message 

which is present truth for this time. Let us show people where we are in prophetic history, and 

seek to arouse the spirit of true Protestantism, awakening the world to a sense of the value of the 

privileges of religious liberty so long enjoyed.--Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 716.  {ChS 163.1} 

     The people of our land need to be aroused to resist the advances of this most dangerous foe to 

civil and religious liberty.--Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 4, p. 382.  {ChS 163.2} 

     Shall we sit with folded hands, and do nothing in this crisis? . . . God help us to arouse from the 

stupor that has hung over us for years.--Review and Herald, Dec. 18, 1888.  {ChS 163.3}  
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    Familiar With Every Line of Prophetic History.-- Young men who desire to give themselves to 

the ministry, or who have already done so, should become familiar with every line of prophetic 

history.--Gospel Workers, p. 98. (1915)  {Ev 198.2} 

     Increased Light on the Prophecies.--Increased light will shine upon all the grand truths of 

prophecy, and they will be seen in freshness and brilliancy, because the bright beams of the Sun of 

Righteousness will illuminate the whole.  {Ev 198.3} 

     Do we believe that we are coming to the crisis, that we are living in the very last scenes of the 

earth's history? Will we now awaken and do the work which this time calls for, or will we wait till 

the things which I have presented come upon us?--Manuscript 18, 1888. 

 

 

    And many are doing the same thing today, in 1897, because they have not had experience in the 

testing messages comprehended in the first, second, and third angel's messages. There are those 

who are searching the Scriptures for proof that these messages are still in the future. They gather 

together the truthfulness of the messages, but they fail to give them their proper place in prophetic 

history. Therefore such are in danger of misleading the people in regard to locating the messages. 

They do not see and understand the time of the end, or when to locate the messages. The day of 

God is coming with stealthy tread, but the supposed wise and great men are prating about "higher 

education." They know not the signs of Christ's coming, or of the end of the world.--Manuscript 

136, 1897.  {Ev 613.1} 

 

     The second commandment prohibits image worship; but God himself employed pictures and 

symbols to represent to his prophets lessons which he would have them give to the people, and 

which could thus be better understood than if given in any other way. He appealed to the 

understanding through the sense of sight. Prophetic history was presented to Daniel and John in 

symbols, and these were to be represented plainly upon tables, that he who read might understand.  

{HS 212.2} 

 

The great waymarks of truth, showing us our bearings in prophetic history, are to be carefully 

guarded, lest they be torn down, and replaced with theories that would bring confusion rather than 

genuine light. {2SM 101.2} 

 

 

     While the Protestant world is by her attitude making concessions to Rome, let us arouse to 

comprehend the situation and view the contest before us in its true bearings. Let the watchmen 

now lift up their voice and give the message which is present truth for this time. Let us show the 

people where we are in prophetic history and seek to arouse the spirit of true Protestantism, 

awaking the world to a sense of the value of the privileges of religious liberty so long enjoyed.  

{5T 716.2} 

 

 

Chap. 354 - Search the Scriptures 

 

     These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 

readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. Acts 17:11.  

{UL 368.1} 

     It is of little advantage to skim over the surface of the Scriptures. If we would understand fully 

the words of Christ, thought must be brought into the searching of the Scriptures. We should open 

the Scriptures with great reverence, and not in a slothful, lazy manner. The word of Christ is spirit 

and life to the receiver. The words of Christ to the Pharisees were, "[Ye] search the Scriptures; for 

in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me" (John 5:39). They 
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were searching the Scriptures for evidence of Christ's appearing, gathering up every evidence in 

regard to the manner in which they supposed He would come, while Christ was in their midst, and 

they did not discern Him by the use of faith. . . .  {UL 368.2} 

     In this our day, as in Christ's day, there will be a misreading and misinterpreting of the 

Scriptures. If the Jews had studied the Scriptures with earnest, prayerful, humble hearts, their 

searching would have been rewarded with a true knowledge of the time, and not only the time, but 

also the manner of Christ's first appearing. They would not have ascribed the glories of the second 

appearing of Christ to His first advent. They had the testimony of Daniel; they had the testimony 

of Isaiah and other prophets; they had the teaching of Moses; and here was Christ Himself in their 

midst, and still they were searching the Scriptures for evidence in regard to His coming. They 

were doing to Christ, at the same time, the very things that it had been prophesied they would do. 

They were so blinded that they knew not the time of His visitation, or what they were doing. Thus 

they were fulfilling the Scripture.  {UL 368.3} 

     Many are doing the same thing today . . . because they have not had experience in the testing 

message comprehended in the first, second, and third angels' messages. There are those who are 

searching the Scriptures for proof that these messages are still in the future. They gather together 

the truthfulness of the messages, but they fail to give them their proper place in prophetic history. 

Therefore such are in danger of misleading the people in regard to locating the messages. They do 

not see and understand the time of the end, or when to locate the messages. . . .The watchman is 

to know the time of the night. Everything is now clothed with a solemnity that all who believe 

the truth should feel and sense. . . . All the little things of life are but a mote now. Those that 

pertain to eternity are of great consequence.--Manuscript 41a, Dec. 20, 1896, untitled manuscript.  

{UL 368.4} 


