Special Truth

The same trials have been experienced by men of God in ages past. Wycliffe, Huss, Luther,
Tyndale, Baxter, Wesley, urged that all doctrines be brought to the test of the Bible and declared
that they would renounce everything which it condemned. Against these men persecution raged
with relentless fury; yet they ceased not to declare the truth. Different periods in the history of the
church have each been marked by the development of some special truth, adapted to the necessities
of God's people at that time. Every new truth has made its way against hatred and opposition; those
who were blessed with its light were tempted and tried. The Lord gives a special truth for the
people in an emergency. Who dare refuse to publish it? He commands His servants to present the
last invitation of mercy to the world. They cannot remain silent, except at the peril of their souls.
Christ's ambassadors (page 610) have nothing to do with consequences. They must perform their
duty and leave results with God. {GC 609.1}

Not only is the growth of Christ's kingdom illustrated by the parable of the mustard seed, but in
every stage of its growth the experience represented in the parable is repeated. For His church in
every generation God has a special truth and a special work. The truth that is hid from the worldly
wise and prudent is revealed to the child-like and humble. It calls for self-sacrifice. It has battles to
fight and victories to win. At the outset its advocates are few. By the great men of the world and by
a world-conforming church, they are opposed and despised. See John the Baptist, the forerunner of
Christ, standing alone to rebuke the pride and formalism of the Jewish nation. See the first bearers
of the gospel into Europe. How obscure, how hopeless, seemed the mission of Paul and Silas, the
two tentmakers, as they with their companions took ship at Troas for Philippi. See "Paul the aged,"
in chains, preaching Christ in the stronghold of the Caesars. See the little communities of slaves and
peasants in conflict with the heathenism of imperial Rome. See Martin Luther withstanding that
mighty church which is the masterpiece of the world's wisdom. See him holding fast God's word
against emperor and pope, declaring, "Here I take my stand; I can not do otherwise. God be my
help." See (page 79) John Wesley preaching Christ and His righteousness in the midst of formalism,
sensualism, and infidelity. See one burdened with the woes of the heathen world, pleading for the
privilege of carrying to them Christ's message of love. Hear the response of ecclesiasticism: "Sit
down, young man. When God wants to convert the heathen, He will do it without your help or
mine." {COL 78.2}

Christ prayed for his disciples, "Sanctify them through thy truth. Thy word is truth." In every
age, God has committed to his people some special truth which is directly opposed to the desires
and purposes of the natural heart. It is no argument against the truth, that there are few ready to
accept it. The word of God was received with little favor when priests and people, Pharisees and
publicans, listened to the divine Teacher. {ST, March 16, 1882 par. 1}

As we have followed down the chain of prophecy, revealed truth for our time has been clearly
seen and explained. We are accountable for the privileges that we enjoy and for the light that shines
upon our pathway. Those who lived in past generations were accountable for the light which was
permitted to shine upon them. Their minds were exercised in regard to different points of Scripture
which tested them. But they did not understand the truths which we do. They were not responsible
for the light which they did not have. They had the Bible, as we have; but the time for the unfolding
(page 693) of special truth in relation to the closing scenes of this earth's history is during the last
generations that shall live upon the earth. {2T 692.2}



Turn not from Message-Filled Books

My heart aches as I see those who profess to be looking for Christ's coming devoting their time
and talents to circulating books that contain nothing concerning the special truth for our time--
books of narrative, books of biography, books of men's theories and speculations. The world is full
of such books; they can be had anywhere; but can the followers of Christ engage in so common a
work, when there is crying need for God's truth on every hand? It is not our mission to circulate
such works. There are thousands of others to do this, who have as yet no knowledge of anything
better. We have a definite mission, and we ought not to turn from it for side issues, employing men
and means to bring to the attention of the people books that have no bearing upon the present truth.
Ms 122, 1899, pp. 19, 20. ("The Canvasser and His Work," 1899.) {IMR 167.2}

Give the Trumpet a Certain Sound.--There are many who do not understand the prophecies
relating to these days, and they must be enlightened. It is (page 195) the duty of both watchmen and
laymen to give the trumpet a certain sound. Be in earnest, "cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice
like a trumpet, and show My people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins."--Letter
1, 1875. {Ev 194.4}

There is a large vineyard to be cultivated; but while Christians are to work among unbelievers,
they are not to appear like worldlings. They are not to spend their time talking politics or acting as
politicians; for by so doing, they give the enemy opportunity to come in and cause variance and
discord. Those in the ministry who desire to stand as politicians should have their credentials taken
from them; for this work God has not given to high or low among His people. God calls upon all
who minister in doctrine to give the trumpet a certain sound. All who have received Christ,
ministers and lay members, are to arise and shine; for great peril is right upon us. Satan is stirring
the powers of earth. Everything in the world is in confusion. God calls upon His people to hold aloft
the banner bearing the message of the third angel. We are not to go to Christ through any human
being, but through Christ we are to understand the work He has given us to do for others. {FE
483.1}

Let the watchmen now lift up their voice and give the message which is present truth for this
time. Let us show the people where we are in prophetic history.--5T 716 (1889).



