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History Repeated 
The same spirit is seen today that is represented in Revelation 6:6-8. History is to be repeated. That which has 

been will be again. This spirit works to confuse and to perplex. Dissension will be seen in every nation, 

kindred, tongue, and people, and those who have not had a spirit to follow the light that God has given 

through His living oracles, through His appointed agencies, will become confused. Their judgment will 

reveal weakness. Disorder and strife and confusion will be seen in the church.  {20MR 199.1} 

 

  Danger in Ignorance of Our Past History.--All genuine experience in religious doctrines will bear the 

impress of Jehovah. All should see the necessity of understanding the truth for themselves individually. We 

must understand the doctrines that have been studied out carefully and prayerfully. It has been revealed to me 

that there is among our people a great lack of knowledge in regard to the rise and progress of the third 

angel's message. There is great need to search the book of Daniel and the book of Revelation, and learn the 

texts thoroughly, that we may know what is written.  {Ev 363.2} 

 

       We are standing on the threshold of great and solemn events. Many of the prophecies are about to be 

fulfilled in quick succession. Every element of power is about to be set to work. Past history will be 

repeated; old controversies will arouse to new life, and peril will beset God's people on every side. Intensity 

is taking hold of the human family. It is permeating everything upon the earth. . . .  {TM 116.2} 

     Study Revelation in connection with Daniel, for history will be repeated. . . . We, with all our religious 

advantages, ought to know far more today than we do know.  {TM 116.3} 

     Angels desire to look into the truths that are revealed to the people who with contrite hearts are searching the 

word of God and praying for greater lengths and breadths and depths and heights of the knowledge which He 

alone can give.  {TM 116.4} 

     As we near the close of this world's history, the prophecies relating to the last days especially demand 

our study. The last book of the New Testament Scriptures is full of truth that we need to understand. 

Satan has blinded the minds of many so that they have been glad of any excuse for not making the 

Revelation their study. But Christ through His servant John has here declared what shall be in the last days; 

and He says, "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 

which are written therein."  {TM 116.5} 

 

Lessons From the Building of the Second Temple 

 

     The people [Israelites] were sluggish and selfish. The Lord did not call them "My people" [at the time the 

second Temple was built] because they had not (page123) shown themselves willing in the day of their 

opportunity. They had not obeyed promptly the word of the Lord. They made pleas for delay. They tried to 

present a reason why they should delay. They were ingenious in framing excuses. They had begun, but they 

were broken off in their work because of the hindrance of their enemies. This, they reasoned, proved that it was 

not the proper time to build. They declared that the Lord had interposed difficulties to reprove their hot haste. 

But they had no real excuse for leaving the work. When the heaviest objections were raised, this was the time to 

build. Their real motive was a selfish dislike to go to extra trouble and expense, and encounter danger by 

arousing the opposition of their enemies. They did not possess that faith that is the substance of things hoped 

for, the evidence of things unseen. (See Hebrews 11:1.) They did not want to move by faith, but to walk out 

by sight, and no farther. Therefore they were easily turned aside from the work. This history will be 

repeated. There will be religious failures because men have not faith. When they look at the things that are 

seen, impossibilities present themselves, but God knows nothing of impossibilities. The great work of God will 

advance only by the push of faith. . . .  {10MR 122.3} 

     He [God] will be a present help to all who will serve Him in preference to serving themselves. When the 

Lord sees that there is a heart to do His will, His people will know of the doctrine. He will be with them. The 

presence of God includes everything. We have a sure refuge, a never-failing Friend.  {10MR 123.1} 
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     The Lord has set before me matters which are of urgent importance for the present time, and which reach 

into the future. The words have been spoken in a charge to me, "Write in a book the things which thou hast seen 

and heard, and let it go to all people; for the time is at hand when past history will be repeated." I have been 

aroused at one, two, or three o'clock in the morning, with some point forcibly impressed upon my mind, as if 

spoken by the voice of God. I was shown that many of our own people were asleep in their sins, and although 

they claimed to be Christians, they would perish unless they were converted.  {3SM 113.5} 

     The solemn impressions made upon my mind as the truth was laid out in clear lines before me, I tried to 

bring before others, that each might feel the necessity of  
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having a religious experience for himself, of having a knowledge of the Saviour for himself, of seeking 

repentance, faith, love, hope, and holiness for himself.  {3SM 113.6} 

 

   The Israelites had no real excuse for leaving their work on the temple. The time when the most serious 

objections were raised, was the time for them to persevere in building. But they were actuated by a selfish 

dislike to encounter danger by arousing the opposition of their enemies. They did not possess the faith that is the 

substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. They hesitated to move forward by faith in the 

opening providences of God, because they could not see the end from the beginning. When difficulties arose, 

they were easily turned from the work.  {4BC 1175.4} 

     This history will be repeated. There will be religious failures because men do not have faith. When they look 

at the things that are seen, impossibilities appear; but God can lead them step by step in the course He desires 

them to take. His work will advance only as His servants move forward by faith. While they may be called upon 

to pass through trying times, yet they should ever remember that they are contending with a weakened, beaten 

foe. God's people will finally triumph over every power of darkness (RH Dec. 5, 1907).  {4BC 1175.5} 

 

Lessons From the Building of the Second Temple 

 

     The people [Israelites] were sluggish and selfish. The Lord did not call them "My people" [at the time the 

second Temple was built] because they had not (page 123) shown themselves willing in the day of their 

opportunity. They had not obeyed promptly the word of the Lord. They made pleas for delay. They tried to 

present a reason why they should delay. They were ingenious in framing excuses. They had begun, but they 

were broken off in their work because of the hindrance of their enemies. This, they reasoned, proved that it was 

not the proper time to build. They declared that the Lord had interposed difficulties to reprove their hot haste. 

But they had no real excuse for leaving the work. When the heaviest objections were raised, this was the time to 

build. Their real motive was a selfish dislike to go to extra trouble and expense, and encounter danger by 

arousing the opposition of their enemies. They did not possess that faith that is the substance of things hoped 

for, the evidence of things unseen. (See Hebrews 11:1.) They did not want to move by faith, but to walk out by 

sight, and no farther. Therefore they were easily turned aside from the work. This history will be repeated. 

There will be religious failures because men have not faith. When they look at the things that are seen, 

impossibilities present themselves, but God knows nothing of impossibilities. The great work of God will 

advance only by the push of faith. . . .  {10MR 122.3} 

     He [God] will be a present help to all who will serve Him in preference to serving themselves. When the 

Lord sees that there is a heart to do His will, His people will know of the doctrine. He will be with them. The 

presence of God includes everything. We have a sure refuge, a never-failing Friend.  {10MR 123.1} 

     From the destruction of the first Temple which the Lord could not bless because the people had corrupted 

their ways, till the second was built, there was a space of seventy years. Though some murmured over the 

inferiority of the second Temple, the Lord declared it to be superior, because it was to be connected (page 124) 

in a special sense with the Messiah. "I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will 

fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts" (Haggai 2:7). "The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a 

lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto Him shall the gathering of the people be" (Genesis 

49:10). "Be strong, . . . saith the Lord, . . . for I am with you" (Haggai 2:4).  {10MR 123.2} 


