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Seven Thunders 
     The mighty angel who instructed John was no less a personage than Jesus Christ. Setting His 

right foot on the sea, and His left upon the dry land, shows the part which He is acting in the closing 

scenes of the great controversy with Satan. This position denotes His supreme power and authority 

over the whole earth. The controversy has waxed stronger and more determined from age to age, 

and will continue to do so, to the concluding scenes when the masterly working of the powers of 

darkness shall reach their height. Satan, united with evil men, will deceive the whole world and the 

churches who receive not the love of the truth. But the mighty angel demands attention. He cries 

with a loud voice. He is to show the power and authority of His voice to those who have united with 

Satan to oppose the truth. After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction comes 

to John as to Daniel in regard to the little book: "Seal up those things which the seven 

thunders uttered" (Revelation 10:4). These relate to future events which will be disclosed in 

their order. Daniel shall stand in his lot at the end of the days. John sees the little book unsealed. 

Then Daniel's prophecies have their proper place in the first, second, and third angels' messages to 

be given to the world. The unsealing of the little book was the message in relation to time.  {1MR 

99.2} 

     The books of Daniel and the Revelation are one. One is a prophecy, the other a revelation; one a 

book sealed, the other a book opened. John heard the mysteries which the thunders uttered, but he 

was commanded not to write [page 100] them. The special light given to John which was 

expressed in the seven thunders was a delineation of events which would transpire under the 

first and second angels' messages. It was not best for the people to know these things, for their 

faith must necessarily be tested. In the order of God, most wonderful and advanced truths 

would be proclaimed. The first and second angels' messages had done their specific work. This 

is represented by the angel standing with one foot on the sea, proclaiming with a most solemn oath 

that time should be no longer.  {1MR 99.3} 

    This time which the angel declares with a solemn oath, is not the end of this world's history, 

neither of probationary time, but of prophetic time, which should precede the advent of our Lord. 

That is, the people will not have another message upon definite time. After this period of time, 

reaching from 1842 to 1844, there can be no definite tracing of the prophetic time. The longest 

reckoning reaches to the autumn of 1844. The angel's position with one foot on the sea, the other on 

the land signifies the wide extent of the proclamation of the message. It will cross the broad waters 

and be proclaimed in other countries, even to all the world. The comprehension of truth, the glad 

reception of the message is represented in the eating of the little book. The truth in regard to the 

time of the advent of our Lord was a precious message to our souls. Ms 59, 1900, pp. 8, 9. ("Jots 

and Tittles, II," August 16, 1900.)  

 

White Estate Washington, D. C. May 4, 1950 {1MR 100.1} 
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  1-11 (ch. 14:6-12; Dan. 12:4-13). No Less a Person Than Christ.-- The mighty angel who 

instructed John was no less a personage than Jesus Christ. Setting His right foot on the sea, and His 

left upon the dry land, shows the part which He is acting in the closing scenes of the great 

controversy with Satan. This position denotes His supreme power and authority over the whole 

earth. The controversy had waxed stronger and more determined from age to age, and will continue 

to do so, to the concluding scenes when the masterly working of the powers of darkness shall reach 

their height. Satan, united with evil men, will deceive the whole world and the churches who 

receive not the love of the truth. But the mighty angel demands attention. He cries with a loud 

voice. He is to show the power and authority of His voice to those who have united with Satan to 

oppose the truth.  {7BC 971.3} 

     After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction comes to John as to Daniel in 

regard to the little book: "Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered." These 

relate to future events which will be disclosed in their order. Daniel shall stand in his lot at the 

end of the days. John sees the little book unsealed. Then Daniel's prophecies have their proper place 

in the first, second, and third angels' messages to be given to the world. The unsealing of the little 

book was the message in relation to time.  {7BC 971.4} 

     The books of Daniel and the Revelation are one. One is a prophecy, the other a revelation; one a 

book sealed, the other a book opened. John heard the mysteries which the thunders uttered, but 

he was commanded not to write them.  {7BC 971.5} 

     The special light given to John which was expressed in the seven thunders was a 
delineation of events which would transpire under the first and second angels' messages. It 

was not best for the people to know these things, for their faith must necessarily be tested. In the 

order of God most wonderful and advanced truths would be proclaimed. The first and second 

angels' messages were to be proclaimed, but no further light was to be revealed before these 

messages had done their specific work. This is represented by the angel standing with one foot on 

the sea, proclaiming with a most solemn oath that time should be no longer.  {7BC 971.6} 

     This time, which the angel declares with a solemn oath, is not the end of this world's history, 

neither of probationary time, but of prophetic time, which should precede the advent of our Lord. 

That is, the people will not have another message upon definite time. After this period of time, 

reaching from 1842 to 1844, there can be no definite tracing of the prophetic time. The longest 

reckoning reaches to the autumn of 1844.  {7BC 971.7} 

     The angel's position, with one foot on the sea, the other on the land, signifies the wide extent of 

the proclamation of the message. It will cross the broad waters and be proclaimed in other countries, 

even to all the world. The comprehension of truth, the glad reception of the message, is represented 

in the eating of the little book. The truth in regard to the time of the advent of our Lord was a 

precious message to our souls (MS 59, 1900).  {7BC 971.8} 

     7 (ch. 22:10-12). The Last Period of Probation.--The gospel dispensation is the last period of 

probation that will ever be granted to men. Those who live under this dispensation of test and trial 

and yet are not led to repent and obey will perish with the disloyal. There is no second trial. The 

gospel that is to be preached to all nations, kindreds, tongues, and peoples presents the truth in clear 

lines, showing that obedience is the condition of gaining eternal life. Christ imparts His 

righteousness to those who consent to let Him take away their sins. We are indebted to Christ for 

the grace which makes us complete in Him (MS 40, 1900).  {7BC 971.9} 

 

 

 

Advent Review & Herald, Volumes 1-22 [1850-1863] 

R&H Vol XX – Battle Creek MI,  October 21, 1862 - #21, thoughts on the Revelation Chapter 10 

R&H article from Advent Pioneer Library CD ROM 

 Verses 3,4.  And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, 

seven thunders uttered their voices.  And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was 
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about to write; and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the 

seven thunders uttered, and write them not. 

 

  It were vain to speculate to any great length upon the seven thunders, in hope of gaining a 

definite knowledge of what they uttered.  We must acquiesce in the directions given to John 

concerning them and leave them where he left them, sealed up, unwritten, and consequently to us 

unknown.  There is however a conjecture extant in relation to them which may not inappropriately 

be mentioned here: It is that what the seven thunders uttered was the experience of the Advent 

people, embracing their sore disappointment and trial.  Something, evidently, was uttered, which it 

would not be well for the church to know; and for God to have given an inspired record of the 

Advent movement in advance, would have been simply to defeat that movement which we verily 

believe was in all its particulars an accomplishment of his purposes, and according to his will.  Why 

then any mention of the seven thunders at all?  Following out the above noticed conjecture, the 

conclusion would be, That we, having met in our history with sudden, mysterious and unexpected 

events, as startling and strange as thunders from an unclouded sky, might not give up in utter 

perplexity, inferring as we may that all is in the order and providence of God, since something of 

this nature was hidden and sealed up from the church. 

 

Complete article from release date: 

[Release requested for use in Seminary class in Revelation.]  {1MR 99.1} 

     The mighty angel who instructed John was no less a personage than Jesus Christ. Setting His 

right foot on the sea, and His left upon the dry land, shows the part which He is acting in the closing 

scenes of the great controversy with Satan. This position denotes His supreme power and authority 

over the whole earth. The controversy has waxed stronger and more determined from age to age, 

and will continue to do so, to the concluding scenes when the masterly working of the powers of 

darkness shall reach their height. Satan, united with evil men, will deceive the whole world and the 

churches who receive not the love of the truth. But the mighty angel demands attention. He cries 

with a loud voice. He is to show the power and authority of His voice to those who have united with 

Satan to oppose the truth. After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction comes to 

John as to Daniel in regard to the little book: "Seal up those things which the seven thunders 

uttered" (Revelation 10:4). These relate to future events which will be disclosed in their order. 

Daniel shall stand in his lot at the end of the days. John sees the little book unsealed. Then Daniel's 

prophecies have their proper place in the first, second, and third angels' messages to be given to the 

world. The unsealing of the little book was the message in relation to time.   

     The books of Daniel and the Revelation are one. One is a prophecy, the other a revelation; one a 

book sealed, the other a book opened. John heard the mysteries which the thunders uttered, but he 

was commanded not to write [page 100] them. The special light given to John which was expressed 

in the seven thunders was a delineation of events which would transpire under the first and second 

angels' messages. It was not best for the people to know these things, for their faith must necessarily 

be tested. In the order of God, most wonderful and advanced truths would be proclaimed. The first 

and second angels' messages had done their specific work. This is represented by the angel standing 

with one foot on the sea, proclaiming with a most solemn oath that time should be no longer.   

     This time which the angel declares with a solemn oath, is not the end of this world's history, 

neither of probationary time, but of prophetic time, which should precede the advent of our Lord. 

That is, the people will not have another message upon definite time. After this period of time, 

reaching from 1842 to 1844, there can be no definite tracing of the prophetic time. The longest 

reckoning reaches to the autumn of 1844. The angel's position with one foot on the sea, the other on 

the land signifies the wide extent of the proclamation of the message. It will cross the broad waters 

and be proclaimed in other countries, even to all the world. The comprehension of truth, the glad 

reception of the message is represented in the eating of the little book. The truth in regard to the 
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time of the advent of our Lord was a precious message to our souls. Ms 59, 1900, pp. 8, 9. ("Jots 

and Tittles, II," August 16, 1900.)  

 

White Estate Washington, D. C. May 4, 1950 {1MR 100.1} 

 

 

 

 

Complete release paper: 

{19MR 319.2} 

     Daniel and Revelation. The mighty Angel who instructed John was no less a personage than 

Jesus Christ. Setting His right foot on the sea, and His left upon the dry land, shows the part which 

He is acting in the closing scenes of the great controversy with Satan. This position denotes His 

supreme power and authority over the whole earth. The controversy has waxed stronger and more 

determined from age to age, and will continue to do so, to the concluding scenes when the masterly 

working of the powers of darkness shall reach their height. Satan, united with evil men, will deceive 

the whole world and the churches who receive not the love of the truth. But the mighty Angel 

demands attention. He cries with a loud voice. He is to show the power and authority of His voice to 

those who have united with Satan to oppose the truth.  {19MR 319.3} 

     After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the instruction comes to John as to Daniel in 

regard to the little book: "Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered." These relate to 

future events which will be disclosed in their order. Daniel shall stand in his lot at the end of the 

days. John sees the little book unsealed. Then Daniel's prophecies have their proper place in the 

first, second, and third angels' messages to be given to the world. The unsealing of the little book 

was the message in relation to time.  {19MR 320.1} 

     The books of Daniel and the Revelation are one. One is a prophecy, the other a revelation; one a 

book sealed, the other a book opened. John heard the mysteries which the thunders uttered, but he 

was commanded not to write them.  {19MR 320.2} 

     The special light given to John which was expressed in the seven thunders was a delineation of 

events which would transpire under the first and second angels' messages. It was not best for the 

people to know these things, for their faith must necessarily be tested. In the order of God most 

wonderful and advanced truths would be proclaimed. The first and second angels' messages were 

to be proclaimed, but no further light was to be revealed before these messages had done their 

specific work. This is represented by the Angel standing with one foot on the sea, proclaiming with 

a most solemn oath that time should be no longer.  {19MR 320.3} 

     This time, which the angel declares with a solemn oath, is not the end of this world's history, 

neither of probationary time, but of prophetic time, which should precede the advent of our Lord. 

That is, the people will not have another message upon definite time. After this period of time, 

reaching from1842 to 1844, there can be no definite tracing of the prophetic time. The longest 

reckoning reaches to the autumn of 1844.  {19MR 320.4} 

     The Angel's position, with one foot on the sea, the other on the land, signifies the wide extent of 

the proclamation of the message. It will cross the broad waters and be proclaimed in other countries, 

even to all the world. The comprehension of truth, the glad reception of the message, is represented 

in the eating of the little book. The truth in regard to the time of the advent of our Lord was a 

precious message to our souls.  {19MR 321.1} 

     The greatest work to be done in this life is to make preparation for the future life, for that life 

which measures with the life of God. A probation has been granted us that, notwithstanding the 

difficulties, we may cultivate virtues which shall carry us into the higher life. Pure love for one 

another is exercised by those who are partakers of the divine nature. 
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BUT THE 2300 DAYS CANNOT BE RECKONED FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR 

457 B.C.; FOR THE DECREE OF ARTAXERXES--WHICH IS THE STARTING-POINT--DID 

NOT GO INTO EFFECT UNTIL THE AUTUMN OF THAT YEAR. CONSEQUENTLY THE 

2300 DAYS, BEGINNING IN THE AUTUMN OF 457 B.C., MUST EXTEND TO THE 

AUTUMN OF 1844 A.D. (SEE SMALL DIAGRAM ON PLATE OPPOSITE PAGE 328.)  

                                                                            682 

 {GC88 681.5} 

     THIS FACT NOT BEING AT FIRST PERCEIVED BY MR. MILLER AND HIS 

ASSOCIATES, THEY LOOKED FOR THE COMING OF CHRIST IN 1843, OR IN THE 

SPRING OF 1844; HENCE THE FIRST DISAPPOINTMENT AND THE SEEMING DELAY. IT 

WAS THE DISCOVERY OF THE CORRECT TIME, IN CONNECTION WITH OTHER 

SCRIPTURE TESTIMONY, THAT LED TO THE MOVEMENT KNOWN AS THE "MIDNIGHT 

CRY" OF 1844. AND TO THIS DAY THE COMPUTATION OF THE PROPHETIC PERIODS 

PLACING THE CLOSE OF THE 2300 DAYS IN THE AUTUMN OF 1844, STANDS WITHOUT 

IMPEACHMENT.  {GC88 682.1}BUT THE 2300 DAYS CANNOT BE RECKONED FROM 

THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR 457 B.C.; FOR THE DECREE OF ARTAXERXES--WHICH 

IS THE STARTING-POINT--DID NOT GO INTO EFFECT UNTIL THE AUTUMN OF THAT 

YEAR. CONSEQUENTLY THE 2300 DAYS, BEGINNING IN THE AUTUMN OF 457 B.C., 

MUST EXTEND TO THE AUTUMN OF 1844 A.D. (SEE SMALL DIAGRAM ON PLATE 

OPPOSITE PAGE 328.)  

                                                                            682 

 {GC88 681.5} 

     THIS FACT NOT BEING AT FIRST PERCEIVED BY MR. MILLER AND HIS 

ASSOCIATES, THEY LOOKED FOR THE COMING OF CHRIST IN 1843, OR IN THE 

SPRING OF 1844; HENCE THE FIRST DISAPPOINTMENT AND THE SEEMING DELAY. IT 

WAS THE DISCOVERY OF THE CORRECT TIME, IN CONNECTION WITH OTHER 

SCRIPTURE TESTIMONY, THAT LED TO THE MOVEMENT KNOWN AS THE "MIDNIGHT 

CRY" OF 1844. AND TO THIS DAY THE COMPUTATION OF THE PROPHETIC PERIODS 

PLACING THE CLOSE OF THE 2300 DAYS IN THE AUTUMN OF 1844, STANDS WITHOUT 

IMPEACHMENT.  {GC88 682.1} 


